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years and upward who were then asked to find the word which
best described the outstanding figure in the story. Thus, the
children might be asked to find a word that best described the
performance of the camel who stood up to dance at a meeting
of the beasts with a result that he set every one laughing. The
examiner in this case would say, "What single word best describes
the camel's performance? It was . . . what?"
The test was given in two forms. In the first form the children
were instructed to search their minds for the most suitable word.
This made the test hard not only for the children but also for
the iftarkers who dealt with their efforts, since complete agreement
as to the relative values of the various answers given is well-nigh
impossible. Nevertheless, the variations in the answers proved a
basis of discussion between teachers and children which was of
great educational value. In the second form five words were
supplied with each story, and the one considered best had to
be chosen. Thus the words offered as descriptive of the camel's
performance were: (a) stupid, (b) ludicrous, (c) clumsy, (d)
foolhardy, and (e) ignorant. In the case of the twenty fables set
in the test the best choice of a descriptive word from the examiner's
point of view gained two marks, the second best one mark; the
rest, which had been put in as booby-traps, were awarded
nothing at all. (See Appendices, p. 324, for further details.)
* The figures given below were based on the answers of some
one thousand seven hundred boys and girls. They will serve to
show how few of the words necessary for the satisfactory descrip-
tion of character traits are at the command of children. The
correlation coefficient between the two forms of the test (for
228 cases only) was 0-82 + -06.
13. CHARACTER TRAITS AS A HARMONIOUS CLUSTER
. It is an easy step forward from thinking of people in terms of
a salient trait to thinking of them as exemplifying a cluster of
traits which exist together in harmony. In fact, it may well be
argued that once we have visualized a person as expressing one
outstanding characteristic in all he does then it will be natural
for us to attribute to him only such other characteristics as
harmonize with it, which are, as it were, a chalo effect.3 In
thinking, then, of the sort of conception which La Bruyere
popularized we should do well to regard our cluster as having a
nucleus which is very similar to the Theophrastian element.
We have referred earlier to children having been set to describe
others they knew well. At eleven years of age 75 per cent,
produced La Bruyerian portraits, at twelve years of age this